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Paul McDonald

Skinheads

I work at a library in a neighborhood
where
parents
wear
yarmulkes and prayer shawls.
Their children wear t-shirts with
their names printed in Hebrew.
Two boys with shaved heads and
bruised faces study a book about
Aryan resistance. They Xerox leaflets that say "White Power" and
"Niggers Beware." They examine
each page with the diligence of
young seminarians.
Where do these boys go when they
leave? How many leaflets will be
put on windshields or nailed to
telephone poles? What monster
captured the imagination of boys
who should be skateboarding and
listening to Aerosmith rather than
learning the hierarchy of racism?
How do clubs with names like
"American Frontists" and "Confederate Hammerskins" offer esteem
and brotherhood by having their
young men bomb churches and
stomp Vietnamese Immigrants to
death.
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I'm told there are no more Weimar
Republicans balancing Swiss Bank
pulling gold-plated
Accounts,
watches out of vest pockets and
maintaining that Kristallnacht was
only a street brawl, an isolated incident not worthy of our attention.
I've read there are no more
Schutzstaffel conducting camp orchestras in front of signs that say
"Arbeit Macht Frei" and planting
flowers at the entrance of crematoriums.
A small child approaches my desk
and chants a psalm he learned earlier that day. His mother selects
five new works of fiction as she
pushes a stroller that carries his
baby sister.
I want to believe there are some
boys who are just going through a
phase at a certain time of their lives.
I want to believe I live in a safe
place.
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Kelli McAllister,
Christine Metzo, and
Jeffery Nicholas

Nation, Culture,
Language, Metaphor
Living with and Understanding Each Other
disClosure interviews
David Ingram
( 11 April 1998)

In the Spring of 1998, David

Ingram, Professor of Philosophy at
Loyola University of Chicago, visited Lexington as a Distinguished
Visiting Scholar. He delivered a paper on "Racial Redistricting: OldFashioned Segregation or Last
Bastion of Community Empowerment," and presented the Keynote
Address for the University's First
Annual Philosophy Graduate Student Conference entitled "Individual
Freedom
and
Social
Equality: Habermas' Democratic
in
the
Social
Revolution
Contractarian Justification of Law"
(to be published in Habermas: The
LibranJ of Living Philosophers, edited
by Lewis Hahn). Professor Ingram
was generous in talking to us about
topics ranging from race and nationality to aesthetic rationality.
In his most recently published
work, Reason, HistonJ and Politics,
Ingram discusses rationality, metaphor and the grounds of legitimacy
in modem political philosophy. Rejecting the currently dominant scientific rationality and drawing on a

I123

